Before we welcome in the new year, let’s raise our voices in praise and thanksgiving. While many
difficult situations will continue into 2025, we also heard much good news in 2024.

Sunday 29 December

After nearly a year in solitary confinement, Bishop Rolando Alvarez Lagos was released in January
2024. Give thanks that he is no longer serving over 26 years on false charges; no longer in inhumane
conditions. However, the bishop was sadly exiled from Nicaragua. Please keep him in your prayers.

Monday 30 December

Reverend Dr Hkalam Samson was also released in 2024. He was initially freed in April, but was taken
away again the very same day for reasons unknown. After three months in a property within the
prison grounds, Rev Samson was released once more. Pray for him and many others in Myanmar/
Burma who bravely stand against injustice.

Tuesday 31 December

In May, an appeal court in Kano, Nigeria, reduced the excessive prison sentence of Mubarak Bala
from 24 years to 5 years. Mr Bala, who is the president of the Nigerian Humanist Association, was
arrested in April 2020 after he was accused of insulting Islam on Facebook. Pray for him as he nears
the end of his sentence.

Wednesday 1 January

Give thanks that an agreement was reached in Hidalgo, Mexico, which should allow 151 Protestant
Christians to return home. The group were forced from their villages (Rancho Nuevo and Coamila) in
April 2024 by the religious majority, which is Roman Catholic. Pray that the local authorities would
now honour the agreement so that the families can return home.

Thursday 2 January

In October, the UN Human Rights Council extended the mandate of the fact-finding mission on
Sudan. Praise God that this group of experts will be able to continue their vital work, investigating
and exposing war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sudan. We pray also for a lasting peace in
Sudan and that all perpetrators will be brought to justice.

Friday 3 January

Praise God for the small victories in Pastor Lorenzo Rosales Fajardo’s case. The UN officially ruled
that he is detained arbitrarily, which we hope will put pressure on the Cuban government to free
Pastor Lorenzo. He was also allowed some day visits home, and even attended his son’s wedding!

Saturday 4 January
Read Psalm 145 and celebrate the Lord’s abundant goodness! Could you tell one person about the
good news you’ve read in this week’s Prayer Diary?
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